
_______________________ prayers build faith

With ___________________________________ (21-24)

With ____________________________________ (25-26)

With _________________________________ (27-28)

Prayer Practice: HEALING PRAYER  

1.  We _____________________

22.  We ______________________

3.  We ______________________

4.  We ________________    ____________________

Canaanite Woman
Matthew 15:21-28

FOR CONVERSATION:

1. When Jesus entered the Gentile district of Tyre and Sidon, He was approached 
by a Canaanite woman from that region who pleaded for His help. Describe her 
request and if she made it with confidence. (Matthew 15:21-22)

2. Why did Jesus reject her cry for help? Did she give up or persist? (vv. 23-27) 

3.3.  The word “dog” contained in Jesus’ analogy of v. 26, was often used by Jews 
as a derogatory reference for Gentiles. In the original Greek, Jesus used “little 
dog”, a more affectionate term, but even so, why would He characterize the 
woman this way? Was his choice of words meant to prompt a response from 
her?

4. 4.  How does her response to Jesus’ characterization indicate that she expressed 
herself intelligently by using knowledge and understanding (v. 27)? What do 
you see in v. 25 showing that she approached Jesus wisely?

5.  Give Jesus’ reason, v. 28, for eventually agreeing to heal the woman’s 
daughter. How crucial is this to the fulfilment of every believer’s prayer? 
(Matthew 8:13, 9:22)

6. 6.  The Canaanite woman stood in the presence of Jesus while making her appeal. 
Even though we cannot see a physical manifestation of God, as did the woman, 
how can we be sure that He is available and waiting to hear our prayers? (1 
John 5:14-15, Romans 8:26-28)

7.7. How can we apply this passage when petitioning God? Consider how the 
woman presented her words and actions to Jesus, and the timing of His 
response to her plea. How does this experience help build our trust that God 
will take care of us according to His plans?  
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